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Tbe E pille Ber = Mm 
the Firſt as I cannot well tell how to eue the Cay 
ſes of their Endeavours to Charity or Generous Vertue, |, 
if they gain the Points hey c contend for, I am at a b 
to find the Advantage droveat; andd on the other hand, 
as tis a Vile and moſt abominable Praffice to ; di 10 
Graves only to mabe the encloſed Corps ſtink, ( a thing 
equally Injurious both. to the dead and the living) and 
to rake in Monuments, : eſpecially Royal ones, 0 t 
turn u oh ee that may expoſe the Deceaſed, 

" a Praff ice ſe Ar as to. deſerve the Re . 
25 Example ſe 
"ie are committe 14 dangerous 


And, Sir, leſt fy Gur never als OY 7 | 
P, an bY en of Teſtifying My Good-will, ani 
the reſpelt I bear 4 J ye? Lab bald of of this tow 
Meaſure the Duty 
Gratitude, againſt which I ſhould judge my ſelf an af 
| 2 a. I rn thoſe Courte ſies, ani 
the Friendſhip ] ſtand: obliged to -beggin 
Acceptance 0 F this ſmall Ofering, 225 le Fae metry 

to the charitable Kaup of your Anceſtors, whateve 
may make you, in favour with God and ? 


7 lang, e 
' CONYERS N 


Matth. Chap. 23. V. 35, 36. 


T hat ou may come all the Righteous Blood- 
ed ns the 4 from the Bleed of righteous 
Abel, unto the Blood of Zacharias, the Son of Bara- 
chias, whom ye ſlew between the Temple and the Altar. 

Verily I ſay unto yeu all theſe things ſhall come upon 
this Generation, 


Hich Words are a very terrible Commina- 
tion of Chriſt's our Lord upon the Jew- 
iſh Nation; and from them I ſhall 


take Occaſion, 


1. To ſet before you, and recommend to your Confi- | 


deration, this general Truth, as very plainly cftabliſht and 
confirmed by theſe Words: That the Guilt of Murder 
in this World never wears out, but that Righteous and 
Innocent Blood-ſhed may affect Poſterity, either by Na- 
tural or Political Relation, even many Ages afterwards. 

213. By briefly comparing the Murder of that Good 
King, as this Day flaim, with the two particular Inſtan- 


ces of Murder mentioned in the Text; that of Abel, 


and that of Zacharias, in the chief Circumſtances of 
Agegravation, and ſhew, that this Nation has as great, and 
greater Reaſon to apprehend ſome ſad Effects of God's 
Vengeance for that, than the Jews had for thoſe, and 
3dly. By conſidering the Character and Temper of 
the Generation threatned in the Text, and the Cauſes 
aflign'd by our Saviour in 


1 verſes 5 the Text, 


why 
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a | A Sermon Preached at Dorcheſter, 
why upon them rather than any other was to come, and 
did come, the Guilt of the Blood ſo long before ſhed, 
and by pointing out what Reſemblance there is be. 
tween us and them, we may judge, whether we may 
| not in ſome Meaſure fear the ſame Vengeance, and whe. 
ther our Caſe be not in ſome Reſpects like theirs ; and 
Ss 1/7. Let me ſet before you and recommend to your 
| Conſideration as ſuiting theOccafion, this general Truth 

plainly eſtabliſh'd and confirm'd by the Text, that the 
N Guilt of Murder in this World, or as to this Worlds Pu. 
| niſhment never wears out, but that Righteous and In. 
| nocent Blood-ſhed is capable of 2FeCting Poſterity either 
by Natural or Political Relation, even to many Ages af. 
terwards. | 

God Almighty, who in all other Offences, (even 
thoſe of the higheſt Nature, as Idolatry, ) and Crimes of 
Men: graciouſly confines his Viſttations, and Determines 
his Judgments for the Sins of the Fathers to the Children 
of the Third or Fourth Generation, at fartheſt, and this 
too of thoſe that hate him: in the Caſes of the Murder 
pf. 116. 5 Of juſt and good Men, and to avenge the Death of his 
Saints, which he declares ſo precious in his Sight, tranſ- 
greſſes the uſual Limits of his Juſtice, and making that 
as it were an Exception from the general rule of his pro- 
ceedings with Men, ſuffers his Juſtice there to break 
' thro' the common Boundaries by which in all other Ca- 
ſes it ſtands reſtrain d, and as for a thing Singular and 
ſo monſtrous as not meant or included under the general 
Name of Sin in the Second Commandment, but beyond 
the Scope and Deſign of his Promiſe , reſerving for 
that unnatural, and as it were not ſuppoſed Crime, a 
Particular and Peculiar Method of dealing, ſuffering his 
Vengeance which in other Caſes purſues not Men beyond 
the third or fourth Generation, in that to deſcend to 
many 


= 


On the Thirtieth of January. 3 
many more after Ages, even to Thouſands of Years, nay - 
not confined, not ſtinted to any length of time to run 
thro' the whole Series of it from the Creation as it may 
happen to the Diſſolution of the World, letting the 
Guilt of innocent Blood always remain, and be a per- 
petua! Treaſury and dormant Fund of Vengeance re- 
ſerv'd in his hands, ready thro' all ſueceeding times to 
be employ'd againſt thoſe, whether private Perſons, or 
Nations, when their Sins ſhall deſerve it, who either by 
Natural or Politick Relation, as being Members of the 
ſame publick body of Men, or by imitation of Man- 
ners, which the Scripture accounts ſo far relation as uſu- 
ally to call Men the Sons of thoſe whoſe Vertues or Vi- 
ces they imitate, who by any of theſe Relations are the 
Poſterity of Anceſtors, who have incurr'd ſo dire a Guilt. 
God never grants a full Pardon in this World for 
ſhedding of Righteous Blood, nor is the cry of it ever ſo 
far ſilenced asto have its Guilt intirely expiated. All the 
W remedy and ſhelter from his Juſtice which ſeems left to 
W thoſe, whoſe Miſery it is to lie under the Guilt and 
Senſe of it, being to gain a Reprieve and Suſpenſion for 
their own time, and each Generation to endeavour by 
thoſe Methods of Penitence and Sorrow which God is 
pleaſed to be prevailed upon withal, to ſtop impending 
Vengeance, and to throw off from themſelves upon at- 
ter-times the load of Puniſhment till it deſcend to ſome 
ſuch impious Generation, who by aſſerting their Fa- 
thers bloody Deeds, and a fulfiling of their Iniquities, 
ſhall bring down upon themſelves the ſtroak of God's 
unwilling Arm, otherwiſe capable of being ſucceſſively 
kept off until that end of time, when that together 
with the other Crimes of the Penitent Men, ſhall by the 
diſplay'd infinity of the Merits. of Chriſt, be intirely 
ſwallowed up in Forgiveneſs and abſolute Extinction. 
B 2 2aly. 
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cheſter, 
2dly. By briefly comparing the Murder of the Goog 
King as this Day ſlain, with the two particular Inſtances 
of Murder mentioned in the Text, that of Abel, and that 
of Zacharias, in ſome of their chief Circumſtances of 
aggravation : I will by that ſhew, that our Nation has ag 
great and greater Reaſon, to apprehend ſome ſad Effect 
of God's Vengeance for that, as the Jews had for thoſe, 
One Reaſon doubtleſs why our Savionr ſingles ont 
theſe two inſtances of Murder to be mentioned rather 
than any other, is their heinouſneſs beyond all the reſt, 
and the aggravating Circumſtances which concurr'd to 
make their Blood beyond all other that had been ſhed 
to that Day, crying. | 
The Aggravations of Abel's Murder are principally theſe 
three, the Perſon firſt by whom he was Murther'd, the 
Cauſe Secondly, for which, and Thirdly, the manner 
how. he was Murther'd. + 
17. For the Perſon or the Murtherer, it was Cæin his 
Brother: they had one common Father, were Sons of the 
ſame Mother, ſprung from, and nouriſht by the fame Blood. 
Gen. 4.4, 24ly, The Cauſe for which it was, becauſe the 
Lord had reſpect unto him and his Offering, he was a 
more Rightcous Perſon than his Brother, the Quarrel 
was Matter of Religion. | 
34ly, For the Manner how he was ſhin, it was under 
Gen. 4.8. Colour of Love and Friendſhip, Cain talked with his Bro- 
ther, tis ſaid, ſeem'd to converſe with him in a Friend- 
ly and Brotherly Manner, and it came to: paſs when they 
were in the Field, or as the Septuagint has it, Cain ſaid 
unto Abel his Brother we will, or ſhall we go into, or 
take a Walk in the Field, by a Friendly Invitation enti- 
cing him out, roſe up againſt him and ſlew him. Now 
how far all theſe Aggravations agree to the Blood this 
Day ſhed 3 Thoſe who have but a Moderate Acquain- 
3 tance 
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ance with the Story of thoſe Times will eaſily per- 
eive. St 

. firſt was Murt hered by his Brother, this Aggrava- 
tion is ſo far from being wanting here, that tis height- 
ned with dreadful Additions; ſo that had Cain together 
with his Brother kill'd alſo Aden his Father, and 
ript up the Bowels likewiſe of his Mother Eee; what he 
then would have done might have been called but a 
parallel to this; the Good King fell not only an Abel, 
2 Brother by Nature, to thoſe that Slew him, but was an 
Alam likewiſe, a Father, and that not a private one, but 
che common Father of his Country. And our Country 
W Thc Eve and Mother of us all, had by an execrable and 
diſmal to be reflected on Civil War, as it were her Bow- 
els ript up, and her Limbs torn in pieces, to bring this 
W Brother and Common Father to his Barbarous Death; 
ſo that the Fact is a Complication of the Three Blackeſt 
Crimes, Parricide, Matricide, and Fratricide. 

Abel, Secondly, Was murther'd for the Cauſe of his 
& Religion, Cain was Wroth his Way of Worſhip was 


th. 
1 
FI G 


more acceptable to God than his own : and no other 


bas the Cauſe we know, (truly therefore the old Cauſe, 

tho' not the Good One,) which inſtigated thoſe Sons of 
Cain to that which ended in his Blood but the Pious 
W King's adhering cloſely to thoſe more decent Forms and 
Ways of Worſhip, to which both the eſtabliſh's Law 
and Conſent of the Wiſeſt and moſt Learned declar'd 
(and ſtill God bethank'd do declare) Heaven to have 
more reſpect to, than to the ſlovenly Offerings, which 
the Tillers of the Ground irreverently thought Good 
enough for their Maker ; juſtly therefore may we add 


4- 5» 


this Good King's Soul to thoſe under the Altar that were ker. & 
ain for the Word of God, and for the Teſtimony which they 5, 10. 


held, that cry with aloud Voice, ſaying, how long O Lord, 
Holy: 
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A Sermon Preached at Dorcheſter, 
Holy and True, doſt thon not Judge and Avence our B. 
on them that dwell k the Eg W iy 

Abels Murder was, Thirdly, aggravated from the Man. 
ner of it, under kind and fair Pretences as I have ſaid he. 
fore; and how far the ſame Cloaks were put on to co- 
ver Maliciouſneſs, is notoriouſly known; how impy. 
dently the Names of Love, nay even of Loyalty it ef 
was abuſed, to cover the rankeſt Rebellion, and moſt 
inveterate Malice; how was the inſuſpicious King tolled 
gradually to his Deſtruction by deep Hypocriſy, and 
= profoundeſt Simulation, that no ill was intended 
um. 


Abel was a keeper of Sheep, and ſo was the Object of * 

Newire this Day's Sorrow; it being the common Title and 4 
de. Stile of Kings to be Shepherds; but alas, his Flock 85 
proy'd Wolves in Sheeps Cloathing, that inſidiouſly roſe 4 


Gen. 415. hliſnes it therefore as a Law, That whoſoever ſlayeth Cain, 


Gen. 4. 
23, 23. 


up againſt their Keeper, and rewarded his Care by ſhed- 
ding his Blood. 

Abel Murther admitted of one Alleviation too, which 
this Days wants, that however horrid it was, yet it 
was the Firſt, and there were no preceding Murthers 
to take warning by, nor was there any then pub- 
liſh'd Law which forbid it, beſides the ſecret Voice of 
Nature; neither had God by any foregoing Exam- 
ples of his Vengeance, revealed his Indignationand 
Abhorrence of it, or diſcover'd the exceeding Horri- 
bleneſs of the Sin: But after Caine Murther God eſta- 


Vengeance ſhould be taken on him ſevenfold, or he ſhould 
be accounted ſeventimes as Guilty as Cain himſelf, be- 
cauſe he had Cain for a Warning, and Example; therefore 
and Lamech having flain a Man afterward, in an Ago- 
ny of Conſcience, pronounces himſelf Pan Py, 
Guilty than (ain was; And Lamech ſaid to his me 
eden: gang Gs + oy DE? T9; 


CD , NT ROT 
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4a and Zillah, Hear my Voice ye Wives of Lamech, hear- 


hen unto my Speech: For I have flain a Man to my Wound- 
ing, and a Young Man to my Hurt, if Cain ſhall be avenged 


ſeven fold, truly Lamech Seventy and Seven fold, and the 


Guilt of this Days Murther ſeems ſo much greater than 
that of Abels, as. there are numerous Inſtances of God's 
Revenge againſt it ſince that time to be reflected on; 
and as there are Laws, and Declarations of God's In- 

dignation againſt it in his Word. a 
Abel's Murther was yet aggravated by one Conſiderati- 
on more, which the Text particularly ep at; in call- 
ing him Righteous Abel, from the Blood of Righteous 
Abel, the more Righteous and Innocent the Perfon, the 
greater is the Guilt of ſhedding his Blood. To a Con- 
gregation come together upon this Occaſion tis needleſs 
to ſay any thing upon that Topick, fo as to endeavour 
to ſhew him that was this Day flain, to have been alſo 
a Righteous Perſon; ſince tis ſuppoſed that the Con- 
viction of his Righteouſneſs and Innocence, as 'tis the 
Ground of the Days Obſervance, ſo tis the Cauſe that 
brings them hither that are here; and thoſe uncharita- 
ble Perſons who are otherwiſe in any Meaſure minded, 
to whom only Words of that Nature would be proper, 
vouchſafe not their Preſence at the ſolemnity; Neither 
will I do that contumely to thy Venerable Aſhes, thou 
much wrong'd Good King, or affront ſo far thy Sacred 
Memory, as to feem to call thy not to be doubted Righ- 
teouſneſs in Queſtion, by making it ſtoop ſo low as to a 
Vindication ; Neither will I do that Honour to the Ma- 
ligners of thy Name, and Happineſs, to do Credit to 
their unnatural Invectives, by owning them ſo conſide- 
rable, as to deſerve a Refutation; Only I will beg leave 
to obſerve thus much; That after all the Calumnies 
which his induſtrious Adverſaries have beſpatter'd his 
Re- 


& A Sermon Preached at Dorcheſter, 
Reputation withal, not ſparing any part of his Charade: 
that Envy could fix her Teeth upon, they ye thave 

left behind to him unſullied and untouched, moſt 

of the Principal Stroaks of a great and good Man's Cha- 
racer : And were not Men fo blinded with Prejudice and 

Perverſe Principles, as not to allow the ſame common 

Charity to him, which is allow'd to all indifferent 

Perſons, wherever he is repreſented ſwerving from the 

ſtrict Rules of any Virtue, they would eaſily charge the 

little Truth that is in ſuch Repreſentations, not up. 
on him, but upon the Difficulties, the unimaginable 

Difficulties of his Reign, which drove him off from the 

Purity of his proper Temper, and Genuine Inclination, 

The Aggravations of the other Inſtance of Murther in 
the Text ( viz. ) of Zacharias, the Story of whoſe death 
as that is moſt probable which we have related in 2 Chron, Wl 

Chap. 24. are Firſt, From his Perſon, Secondly, From the 

Place where he was Slain. | | 

Firſt, For his Perſon, he was High-Prieſt. 
Secondly, For the Place he was Slain in, the Text 
ſays, it was between the Temple and the Altar, a Sacred 
Perſon publickly Murthered in a Sacred Place. Nor are 
theſe Aggravations wanting to make the Blood this Day 
ſhed as crying as that of Zacharias: He that was 
ſlain, was not only a Zacharias, as it were a High- 
Prieſt, the Head of the Church, the Defender of the 
Faith, but to the Prieſthood had the Sacred Authority 
of Royalty added, Doubly therefore the Lords Anointed, 
And for the Place of his Execution, it was not between 
the Temple and the Altar indeed, -not in the Court of 
the Houſe of the Lord, as tis CalFd in the before men- 
tioned Chapter in the Chronicles, but in a Place eqiual- 
ly Invidious, within the Sacred Verge of his own-Court; 
which even the Law thinks fit to make ſo far a Sanctua- 
| 1 


2Chrou 24. 


xt 
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On the Thirtieth of January. 
ry for each Common Perſon from Violence and Blood, 
as not to admit a Stroak tending that way, without the 


Loſs of the offending Member, yet in that Sacred Place 
( which of all others, upon the Occaſion, one would 


have thought they ſhould have avoided ) did vile Miſ- 


creants full of Helliſh Malice, and Deviliſn Ambition 
chooſe to ſhed the Royal Blood, and the more to do 
Envy to Heaven, openly in the Face of the Sun; that 
the Circumſtance of time as well as place, might do 
deſpite to all the Laws both of Heaven and Earth, not 
fearing as they juſtly might, leſt the Horror of the Fact 
ſhould turn that bright Planet into Darkneſs; or the 
Bloodineſs of it turn the Moon into the ſame Crimſon 


Complexion. 


Unwillingly have J gone on thus far in Aggravating a 
Fact of it ſelf; Ah! too horrid, neither is it at all m 
Deſign to play the part of an Orator, in heightning b 
Words its Barbarity, farther.than is neceſſary to bring 
it up to the Parallel of Abel and Zacharias in the Text; 
paſſing therefore to that more grateful Part of the 
Tragedy, which reſpects the Vertues of the dying King; 
I will cloſe up this Particular, with ſetting before you 
what our Church, by a publick Thankſgiving in the ſe- 
cond Prayer, proper for this days Service jultly gives 
God Thanks for; laying before us as matter of Imitati- 
on, the Good King's more than Philoſophical Unconcer- 
nedneſs in quitting Life, his HeroicaF bearing that which 
is more inſupportable to the Brave, and Great than 
Death it ſelf; the Scorn of vile Perſons, the bitter Sting 
of Contumelious Uſage, and the Ignominy ofa Traytor- 
like Death; his Saint-like Meekneſs, Courage and Conſtan- 
cy, his great, his exceeding great Patience; and his ne- 
ver failing Charity. Zacharias when he was Slain, for- 

an re 
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A Sermon Preached at Dorcheſter, 

gave not his Martherers% but faid, The Lord look war 
it and require it But here our Chriſtian Prince Glorj. 
oufly ſurpaſſes the goood Jewiſh Prieſt,and inſtead of Im. 
precating Fuſtice, kindly prayed for his Murtherers, af. 
ter the Pattern of his Saviour. So that in this ſad Calamity 
there is this one chearing Confideration for our poor 


Country, whoſe Reputation ſuffers ſo deeply through 


niſh'd the Sepulchres of the Righteous, and fard, if we 


the World for it; that if ſhe has the Infamy of being 
the Mother of thoſe Bloody Monſters who Murther'd {6 
excellent a Prince, ſhe has the Glory of producing ſo 
excellent a Prince, to compenſate, and. in ſome Meaſure to 
countervail her Diſgrace. 

341ly. By conſidering the Character and Temper of the 
Generation threatned in the Text, and the Cauſes aſſign d 
by our Saviour ; why upon them, rather than any other, 
was to come, and did come, the Guilt of all Blood 
ſy long before ſhed; and feeing what Reſemblance 
there is between us. and them, we may judge whether 
we may not in ſome Meaſure fear the ſame Vengeance, 
And whether what was their Caſe, be not in ſome 
Meaſure ours? | | 

What therefore had that Generation which Chriſt 
threatens done? Why upon them, rather than upon 
any others before or after, was the Guilt of fo much 
Blood to come? Their Characters we have before the 
Text ; they built the Tombs of the Prophets, and gar- 


had been in the Days of our Fathers, we would not 
have been Partakers with them in the Blood of the Pro- 
phets; very fair Pretences if they had been real; but he 
that ſaw their Hearts, and underſtood with what Intention 
they ſaid and did theſe things, knew, that in their Seeret 
thoughts they applauded their Fathers actions, and in their 
Wills were confenting with them to the Death of 155 

| ro-. 


oe ee Thineth of Jahniary. 
Prophets they had ſlain: And the Sepulchres they gar- 


TI 


niſh'd, were hot really ſo 'garniſh'd out of Reſpe to the 


Righteous Perſons, whoſe Names they bore, but as Tro- 

hies and Monuments of their Fathers glorious Atchieve- 
ments inMurtheringthem: They carried the ſame bloody 
Minds in them their Fathers had, as ſhortly after the 
Text was ſpoke they made appear, by adding to the 
Blood of thoſe ſlain by their Fathers, the Blood of him 
that contain'd in it the collected Aggravations of them 
all. And are there not Inſtances of ſome the like 
practices to be found in this Generation of ours? God 
in Mercy avert from us the like Judgments; however 
the Jews inwardly Spproved their Fathers killing the 
Prophets, yet they Had not fo far ſhook Hands with all 
Modeſty, as to own they did ſo; but -Masked their 
Thoughts under fair Pretences: But our Generation in 
ſome of her Members, has wanted even this Jewiſh Mo- 
deſty of diſſembling their Approbation of their Mur- 
ther d Sovereign; whilſt with Shameleſs Juſtifications, 
not only with the Tongue, but Pen, ſome have pub- 
lickly dared to ſtand as it were Advocates for ſo foul 
aCauſe ; and with Solemin Defences and Vindications, in 
cool Blood attempted even to hinder the Nations Peni- 
tence for ſo crying a Sin; purſuing with inſatiate Rage be- 
yond the very Grave, (where Malice it ſelf uſes to ſfop 9 
Him that they hunted like a Partridge on the Mountains, 


whilſt alive; and inſtead of Garniſhing his Tomb, Tram- 


pling upon his Sacred Duſt, defacing each favourable 


Monument erected to his Honour; and cruſhing each 


glorious part of his Memory with loads of Calumny 
and Reproach, Fighting even againſt his Name and Me- 


mory, continuing Rebellion againſt him in Imagination 


and not content once to have killed him, daily Murther 
him afreſh in his _— ; ineffectuating as much 2 


much the ſafer way 'tis in caſes of Blood between God 


Day; for if we fet before our ſelves, 


and Men, tho' there be but the ſlendereſt Suſpicion, or 
teaſt doubt of Guilt, how much the ſafer Way tis, 1. 
ſay, to crave Pardon, and fly to God's Mercy, rather 
than to tempt his Juſtice, by inſiſting on innocence, and 
by ſtanding the Tryal, to put our Safe.y to the Venture, 

The three foregoing particulars as they were deſign. 
ed, ſo they will I hope contribute at leaſt ſomething to 
theſe three following purpoſes. | 92 

15. To quicken in us the Senſe of the Duty of the 
Day. 
. 24% To vindicate the Day it ſelf, and the Obſer- 
vance of it. | | 

And, 3dly. to deter us from all thoſe, and the like 
Practices, which brought on the Nation the (aid Cala- 
mity of the Day. | 

And, 1ſt. What has been ſaid may contribute, 1 hope, 
ſomething to quicken in us the Senſe of the Duty of the 

5 The laſting 

and indelible Guilt of ſhedding innocent Blood. 

241y. How this days Murther equals in all Circumſtan- 
ces of Aggravation, the Heinouſneſs of thoſe Murthers 
for which Chriſt threatens to viſit, and did really viſit, 
even to Deſolation, and perpetual Confuſion, the Jew- 
Mh Nation, a long time after thoſe Murthers had. been 
committed. wy e 


And 
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And, 3dly. To conſider how this Generation of ours, 

is partly of the ſame Temper, and chargeable with the 
fame Crimes with that of the Jews; which provoked 
God to bring on them the Blood fo long before ſhed, 
mentioned in the Text: Theſe things, I ſay, conſider- 
ed, ſhould Work in us Diſpoſitions ſuitable to the Otcaſi- 
on; ought to fill us with ſuch a juſt Deteſtation of the 
Fact it ſelf; ſuch a Penitent Sorrow for it; fach a God- 
ly Fear and Horror of the fatal Conſequences it may 
have upon us, or our Poſterity, that may live long af- 
ter us; ought to incite us to fuch an earneſt Interceſſion 
with God. with inward Sighs of Sincere Contrition, and 
real Humiliation, as may ſuit the ſad Solemnity to avert 
from us thoſe ſad Conſequences; and prevail at leaſt 
ſo far with God, as to throw off upon after times the 
Vengeance repoſited for it in his Hands, from this our 
Generation; too much loaded, God knows, with Sins 
of our own, to be able to bear any of thoſe of our Fa- 
thers added to them; and ſufficiently Wicked of our 
ſelves, to make God conſume us, and tread us under the 
Feet of our Enemies, without the farther Accumulation. 
of our Anceſtors Guilt, in ſhgdding the Innocent Blood 
of this Day, upon our Shoulders alſo, _ 8 
2dly. The ſame Confideratiqns will contribute to vin- 
dicate the Obſervation of the Day it ſelf; for if the 
Guilt of ſuch Blood as was at this Day ſhed, never 
wears out in this World, which the Text confirms to us; 
ſo that even Abel's Blood after Thouſands of Years paſt, 
could be charged upon a Generation that ſeems to have. 
had no other Relation to the Murtherer him, then 
ſome likeneſs of Temper and Similitude of Manners; ſo 
that being dead fo long, yet as the Scripture witneſles, 
be ſtill ſpeaketh, and h Blood ſtill cryeth for Vengeance ; 
then tis evident that Mankind's Care to prevent the —_ 
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Effects of ſuch à Guilt, ought to be as e as the 
Guilt it ſelf, neither whilſt the Cauſe continues the 
fame, ought the Effect to ceaſe ; and it ſeems from this 
Confideratiorf to be highly conſiſtent, as well with the 
Prudence as the Intereſt of every Nation, that lie, 
not only under the manifeſt Gailt, as is our Caſe; hut 
under a common Suſpicion of having ſhed innocent 
Blood, efpecially of a Publick and Eminent Perſon, to 
ſet aſide times of Publick Deprecation for t; which 
however they may 8 reſpecr particular Occa- 
ſions ; yet need not be ſo ſtraitned in their Deſignation, 
but by Comprehenſive Forms of Supplication, may alſo 
if it were thought meet, take in all other National Gui 
of that kind, and be ſerviceable to clear it univerſally of 
all Blood of good Men and Martyrs of God unjuſtly 
ſlain ; a great deal of which, each Nation under Heaven 
in the long tract of time ſtands liable to. And thoſe 
therefore that grow weary of this Days Obſervation, 
that are apt to think it has already been long enough 
obſerv'd, and that tis high time for it now to wear out; 
ſeem very unrightly to apprehend the Nature of the 
Guilt 'tis deſigned to * God who aſter ſo many 
Centuries had not forgot the Death of Zacharias, and 
the old Prophets: How ſhould we preſume to think he 
has forgot that of this Day by that time half a 
is well elapſed, whilſt the Blood is yet freſh and recki 
in the Memories of living Men? Had we any 
of Aſſurance from Inſtances of the like Nature in 
ture, that nothing further need be feared from fo Pu 
lick a Murther of fo publick a Perſon, but that God af. 
ter fo many Years as are now paſt, would let the 

} Guilt of it fall and be forgot. Who would not be well 

j content that not only the Obſervation. of the Day, but 

each other Monument of the Fact could — 
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| 15 for our Countries ſake, whoſe Reputation ſuf- 
E 


rs ſo deeply in the Mouths of all Nations for it; 
but when inſtead of any Aſſurances of that Nature, we 
are aſſured of the contrary, he offends againſt the com- 
mon Good, who would let that ceaſe, that in all pro- 


15 


bability is the greateſt and beſt averuncatory of impend- 


ing Vengeance? * | 

Tis urg'd indeed, and 'tis to be fear'd with too 
much Reaſon againſt the Days Obferyance, that it tends 
to renew old Quarrels, to breed ill Blood amongſt us, 
and rub up old Sores, the Commemoration of it being 
as it were, an upbraiding a great part of the Nation; 
and truly caution ought to be us'd to make it Matter of 
Offence as little as the Nature of the Thing is capable 


of; and they turn the Day to very ill puspoſes, whe 


pervert it to Matter of Uncharitableneſs; and inſtead of 
anſwering the Deſign of the Day by appeaſing God, on- 
ly further diſpleaſe him by breaking the Bonds of Chari- 
ty and Peace, letting their Devotions Evaporate either 
in reproachful Inſuſts over thoſe unfortunate Perſons 
or Families, who led away by the prevailing Spirit of 
Faction in thoſe times, more immediately contributed 
to involve us all in this days Guilt 5 and who inſtead of 
Humiliation turn it to matter of Pride, from the Conſi- 
derations of themſelves and their Relations, ſtanging 
free from the Perſonal Imputation of it; but they are 
much more blame-worthy on the other hand, who look- 
ing on the Day as a Monument of their Families or Par- 
ties Infamy, would extinguiſh it, tho at the Expence and 
Hazard of their Countries Safety, chuſing that they and 
the Nation together, ſhould rather run the Riſque of God 
Almighty's Vengeance, than have that Cloud Diſſipated 


by a Penitent Commemoration of the Fact, for fear of 


the imaginary Diſgrace which may reſult from it: Ima- 


gioary 
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ginary Diſgrace only, for. whatever ſhame there is in the 


Commiſſion of ill Actions, there is none in the penitent 


Acknowledgment of them; and he belt Vindicates his 
own, or his Anceſtor's Reputation, not who defends 


their Crimes, and deviſes Excuſes to bring them off; 


but who makes Reparation to the Injur'd Party for 
them; and he beſt Patronizes their Faults, who by in. 
genuous Prefeſſion ſhews, they proceeded more from 
Seduction and Error of Underſtanding, than Perverſe. 
neſs of Will; attoning for their Vices with a Redoubled 
Meaſure of contrary Virtnes. And was thou therefore, or 
thy Relations, Actors in this Day's Tragedy, which juſt- 
ly may provoke God to inflict heavy Judgments on the 
Nation, all the Right thou canſt do the Nation, is to 
contribute thy part to prevent thoſe Judgments, by join- 
ing in the General Work of Humiliation : And the grea- 
teſt Right thou canſt do thy Relations, is to wipe off 
their ſtain with multiplied Meaſures of Loyalty; and all 
the amends thou canſt do thy injur'd Soveraign, and the 
Monarchy, is to be one of the firſt this day, to pray for 
our Lord the King. | 
Or art thou one who wiſely chuſing the better Part, 
art free as thou conceiveſt from the blood of that inno- 
cent Perſon? Boaſt not therefore, neither be highmind- 
ed, but fear; for tho thy Hand, or that of thy Relati- 
ons, might not have been immediately employ'd in 
bringing that ſad Affliction upon us, or have been any 
of thoſe viſible Inſtruments, engag'd in that Myſtery of 
iniquity, yet thon or thy Friend's Wicked Hearts, and 
Sinfal Lives, may have been ſome of thoſe Secret En- 
gines which conſpired together with other Cauſes, to 
make God Almighty give up the Nation, to that hea 
Judgment, and thou therefore in the Sight of God, 
mayſt appear as Acceſſary to that dire Murther of thy 
O- 
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Hearts and Hands, to deprecate G0 Altnighty's Wrath 


tribute to deter us from 


D, the Thirtieth of January. 

Sovereign, as the moſt factious Rebel that appear'd in 
Arms againſt him, or even perhaps as that black-for1'd 
Monſter himſelf, that lifted the Curſed Axe which de- 
ſtroy'd the Anointed of the Lord: But whatever Diſtin&t- 
ons as to Gnilt, we may make among our ſelves; yet 
ſince we are all, common Sharers in the Scandal a- 
broad thro the World, and ſince we are all liable to bear 
our Parts in whatever Puniſhment it may pleaſe God to 
avenge the Sin withal, by our Politick Relation; and 
being link'd together in one Body; for Bodies Politick 
confider'd as ſuch, being only lyable to temporary Pu- 
niſhments; God Almighty inflicts not Vengeance on 
them with Reſpect to Particulars, and Perſonal Circum- 
ſtances; but with reſpe& to that Politick Unity; by 
which they are all as one: And as in our Natural Eſtate, 
the whole Body ſuffers together, the. ſounder Limbs be- 


| ing obliged to ſmart, for the Fault and Failing of the 
reit, 


ſo in Viſitations upon Nations , the ſounder 
Members, as Members of the Commune Body, m 


«wm 0 * * 


37 


ſhare in the Common Fate; and expect the bad Effects 


of thoſe Things, which in their Perſonal Capacities 
they were no whit the Cauſes of; ſo that we all being 
in Danger of Suffering for this Days Action, however 
engaged or not engaged, by our ſelves or Relatives in 

ght with one, Common Voice 


the Buſineſs, we all ou 


and Indignation for it. 
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4 ſtanding Teſtimony to warn all Poſterity of the Diſmal 
Fruits of Rebelling againſt a juſt and lawful King; and 
of the Miſeries of Civil Diſcord, to warn the People 
of the Land againſt all thoſe popular Pretences to Facti- 
on and Diſloyalty, with which they are too apt to be 


enſnared. God Almighty has ſo far at preſent cut off 
from us all Pretences to Ditloyalty, that as it he would 
tempt us and prove whether under any King however 
exquiſitely and conſummately Good, we can be fincere. 
1y Loyal, and truly Love his Perſon and Government, 
he has bleſt us with a Prince accompliſh'd not only with 


the many Perſonal great Vertues of his Martyr'd Anceſ- 
tor, but in whom are filFd up even all thoſe” imagin'd 


Deficiencies in reſpe& of Government, which the tur- 


bulent and unquiet Spirits of thoſe times cavild at, and 


made the Pretences at leaſt to build Rebellion upon 
againſt this Days Martyr; a King fo unexceptionable, 
that by a Happy Miracle (God continue it!) he has 


Charm'd Faction it ſelf into Dutifulnefs, and by the 


bare force of Vertne, has reduc'd the unquiet Spirit of 
Phanaticiſm into Loyalty, and done enough to make 


even Republicaniſm and Catoniſm content to be Monar- 
chical. And we whoſe Principles under bad Kings, 


teach us ſo far to be Loyal as to be quiet, ſo long as 


the Laws of God, Nature, and Reaſon, can warrant our 
being ſo ; under one fo eminent for Juſtice and Good- 


_nefs, will I hope, Signalize our Dutiful Zeal beyond 


4 


„ 


the reſt of our Brethren; and ſince thoſe who us d to be 
the Shimei's of the Nation, to Curſe and Revile 2 
changed their Notes into Applauſes and Prayers fon him, 


and do as it were provoke us to vie Loyalty with them, 


* 


and challenge as it were our Church at her own Weapon; 
let. not that Church, whoſe — Inclination has rather 
made her apt to Err by the Exc 


* 


ing 


oftlaat Vertue, and carry- 
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ing it to a Pitch beyord Moderation then be any ways 
deficient in its Practice, be outdone in the deſirable 
Strife ; at leaſt, let her not fo far liſten to thoſe that 
blow Sheba's Trumpet, as to give Sects and Schiſm any pre- Rhea 29. 
tence to take the Garland of Loyalty from her Head, 
and put it upon their own z and in Exchange, brand her 
with their own Mark of Faction. | . ag; 

This Day is not only a Text, but a powerful Sermon 
againſt all undutifulneſs to Sovereigns; and the beſt Pre- 
ſervative againſt the Inſinuations of thoſe Practices that 
draw Men to that Sin, is to conſider under what Preten- 
ces it was heretofore fo far inſtill'd into Mens Minds, as 
to end in this Days horrid Tragedy, and to beware of 
all ſuch Pretences., Now the chief of theſe, as we find in 
the Hiſtories of thoſe times, were theſe that follow, 
1. Unuſual Chmours of violated Liberty and Abuſes, 
when neither in Fact nor Intention, probably any In- 1 
fringement was offered to them; but ſhameleſs would be þ 
even the Hints of any ſuch Jealouſy now, under a King 4 
that in ſo many Inſtances has prefer'd our LibErties to his { 
own Prerogative, and our Religion to his Lite. 
24ly, Unreaſonable Inſinuations af Religion about 
to be innovated, and under that Pretence, making the 3 
then celebrated Archbiſhop, and the Body of the Bi- | 
ſhops odious as Inſtruments of the future Innovation. | 
24ly. By fair Pretences of Separating the King from | 
bad Councellors, robbing him of his faithfulleſt Servants 
and beſt Friends. 1 1 4 18 
And, 4thly. The Leſſening and Undermining the 
Kings Reputation in his Subjects Hearts, under Popular 
and Patriotical Colours. | 
Theſe were the Pretences that the ill-defigning Men 
of thoſe late times made uſe of to propagate Faction, 
and blow up the Coals of that Rebellion, fo full of 1a- 
| Da -*« mentable 
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A Sermon Praached at Dorcheſter, 
mentable Confufion and Miſery, and theſe therefore 
whenever we ſhall find without notoriouſly appa- 
rent Grounds ſet afoot, we may juſtly lift up our Heads, 
and ſuſpect ſome unfair Practices to lie beneath them, 
and ought not too credulonſly to give Ear to ſuch cun- 
ing deviſed Pretences; but inſtead of doing ſo, let us 
be always ready to entertain all Hononrable and Good 
Thoughts of him that God has ſet over us, which is the 
Prop of chearful Obedience, and the ſureſt Foundation 
of Loyalty. which runs higher or lower, as Subjects are 
poſteft with od or ill Opinions of him they live Un- 
der; and Men's Minds once wrought from any part of 
good Opinion of their Prince, lie fo far open to farther 
Degrees of Diſloyalty, if moderately tempted. And 
whether I ſhall call it a Confequent; and Evidence of 


I ſhall ſay, tis in order to have it, (for truly tis, Ithink 

both theſe;) we ſeem alſo oblig'd to entertain Fair and 
Honourablg Thoughts, in an Inferior Degree to the King 
himſelf, of his Miniſters, and of his Court; for the 
King himfelf, is too high a Mark for Envy openly to 
dare to fhout at; who therefore is forc d indirectly to 
come at him, and to gall his Reputation thro” the ſides 
of his Court and Miniſters; Diſgraces and Reproaches 
caſt upon them, like Balls obliquely thrown againſt a 
Wall, reſt not where they firſt hit, but Ferminate in him. 
And for us therefore to think the Court as fach, with- 
out diſtinction of Perſons, to be a Set of Men whoſe 
ſole Employment tis to bind Heavy Burdens, and Grie- 
vous to be Born, and lay them on the Country's Shoulders, 
which themſelves will not touch with one of their Fin- 
gers, whoſe only Study tis to enrich themſelves withithe 
Spoits of our Opprefſion, to think the King's Friends for 
kllat Reaſbn leſs Frlenlls to their County. (A Notion r 


our having this good Eſteem of our Prince; or whether 


ems to run dangeroufty high at preſent ) to look on 
thoſe engaged inourPrinces Service, as Enemies to their 
Countries Priviledges and Liberties, and as Perſons that 
have caſt off all Natural Care and Affection for the com- 
mon Good, are Notions that have ſuch a Secret Power 
of Reflection upon the Sovereign himſelf, that 'tis not 
probable the beſt grounded Loyalty ſhould live long un- 
der them, therefore to be cautiouſly harbour d, by 
all that deſign to continue Good Subjects; vilifying 
likewife, and breeding ill Conceits of Monarchy in ge- 
neral, by bringing an Odium on its Circumſtantials, and 
promiſing no good to that nobleſt and beſt part of our 


Conſtitution z and too well therefore anſwering the De- 


ſigns both of thoſe who would rob us: of that happieſt 
part of Regimen, and of thofe open Enemies to our Re- 


ligion and Liberties, whoſe itious Ends, upontheſe 
Oppoſitions induſtriouſſy Exaſperated by them, and this 


disjoynting of the Nation, does highly promote and Fa- 
cilitate. I wiſh therefore that we would take care to 
entertain Notions of that Nature, with ſome more Di- 
ſtinction then is uſual by many, and affix Crimes to the 
Perſons, and not to the Poſts; nor for the fake of a few, 
conclude all under the fame Predicament; but leaving 
the nocent to thoſe Powers whoſe right only and care it 


is to bring to condign Juſtice, thoſe whoſe Demerits by 


wronging the Publick, make them obnoxious, let us-re- 


tain a due Eſteem of the Innocent; neither let us ſtretchy 


2 


our Cenfures farther then the Nations common Juſtice: 


carries its charge of Wrongs done, and when that re- 
{trains its Imputations to a few Particulars, and are Per- 


fonal, let not ours be general, nor miſtake the Place and 


Profeſſion, inſtead of the Perſon for their Object. One 
of thoſe great Pillars that ſeem, to bear up the Threat- 
ning Grandeurs of the French Monarchy to the height 
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Holy Spirit, be all Honour and Glory, now and to all Eter- 


fon, and fo far at leaſt as tends to Servility and Diſinge. 


the juſt Eſteem of our Prince in our Minds, ſince tis ſo 
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tis at, ſeems to be, the Impregnable Veneration that 
People have for him that rules them; ſo that even in the 
midſt of Oppreſſion and Tyranny, they more adore him 
that impoſes them, than we do him that has deli. 
ver'd us from both; ſach a Blind and Superſtitions Ad. 
miration as theirs of a Prince beyond Truth and Rez. 


nuity, Far be it from me from recommending amon 
us z but by ſhewing you the good Effects that even 3 
Groundleſs Veneration of a Prince may have upon 2 
Kingdoms Succeſſes, I would arm us all againſt any In- 
ſinuations which may tho' indirectly, but at laſt, reach 


Important both to preſerve our Duty of Loyalty, and 
the Nations Proſperity, and that we ſhould be ſure to 
conceive at-leaſt of him all thoſe Honourable and great 
Things which Juſtice and his Merits proclaim to be his 
due ; and that we may both in this, and all other things 
which may recommend us to God's Favour, and pro- 
mote our Country's Happineſs, conſcientiouſly play the 
Parts of Good Chriſtians, and of Loyal Subjects: May 
the ſame only all-powerful and Good God Grant, for the 
ſake of the Redeemer of the World Chriſt Jeſus our 


Lord; to whom with the Father, and the ever-bleſſed 


nity. Amen. s 
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